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Background:                        Terms of reference
2022

• Response  to  events  in USA; reversal  of 
Roe v Wade
• Community  dialogue 
• Multiple  questions  to  parliament
• Media  interest

• Inquiry  initiated  by  Australian  Greens

• To  look into  the  provision  of the 
National  Women’s  Health Strategy  
2020-2030

• Submissions  by  December  2022
• Report  by  March  …extended x2  to  

May  2023 

• Barriers to achieving priorities under the National Women’s Health Strategy for 
‘universal access to sexual and reproductive health information, treatment and 
services that offer options to women to empower choice and control in decision-
making about their bodies’, with particular reference to:

• cost and accessibility of contraceptives, including:
• PBS coverage and TGA approval processes for contraceptives,

• awareness and availability of long-acting reversible contraceptive and male 
contraceptive options, and

• options to improve access to contraceptives, including over the counter access, 
longer prescriptions, and pharmacist interventions;

• cost and accessibility of reproductive healthcare, including pregnancy care and 
termination services across Australia, particularly in regional and remote areas;

•
workforce development options for increasing access to reproductive healthcare 
services, including GP training, credentialing and models of care led by nurses and 
allied health professionals;

•
best practice approaches to sexual and reproductive healthcare, including trauma-
informed and culturally appropriate service delivery;

•
sexual and reproductive health literacy;

•
experiences of people with a disability accessing sexual and reproductive 
healthcare;

•
experiences of transgender people, non-binary people, and people with variations 
of sex characteristics accessing sexual and reproductive healthcare;

•
availability of reproductive health leave for employees; and

•
any other related matter.
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Submissions
• 352  separate  submissions  individuals  & 

organisations  

• Note  made  of  4 separate   “campaigns” 
with  form  letters 
• Sample  of  each  provided . 

• Majority addressed  sexual  heatlh
/provision of  abortion and  contraception

• Minority addressed equity of access  to  
fertility  and  maternity services 

• Very  small  minority addressed  all of the  
terms  of reference 
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Themes   presented : AAA

• Access, Affordability, Appropriateness 
of  contraception and  abortion  care  / services

• Consistency  of themes  
• Free/affordable  contraception  info  and  provision 

• TGA

• PBS 

• MEDICARE 

• As  above  for  abortion  care  
• EMA  free  /affordable  and deregulated 

• Public  Hospital provision  of abortion

• Aftercare  post EMA 
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Public hearings

• Grouped  into  interest  groups 

• Invitation only 

• Brief  statement  then  questions
• Very  well informed  

• Genuinely  looking  for  solutions  

• No  anti  abortion representation  

5



Report and recommendations

• 36 in total 

• ( 5  regarding  maternity, fertility  services  equity  of access)

• General >  specific

• Categories
• Cocp  provision  affordable for all 
• Abortion access provision  equitable  and affordable 
• Improved  service  delivery, for  vulnerable  and  marginalised  

groups 
• First  nations, CALD  LGBQITP+  Disability  

• Workforce  training and sustainability

• General  bipartisan  consensus 
• Agree  should be  public  hospital provision   BUT 
• Disagree  re   “free”  vs  “affordable” service  provision   (out of 

pocket  costs)

• Good  media  coverage

• Supportive  statements  from  national   training  and 
professional  bodies 

• BUT  READ  THE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS  by ALP  and  LP !!
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ADVOCACY RESPONSE 

• Federal  Dept.  of  Health  keen  to  develop  list  of  deliverables ASAP

• Critical timing 

• RWH  asked  to  nominate   key  recommendations

• TGA/PBS   role  to  deregulate  EMA  and  ensure  best contraceptive 
methods available and affordable 

• Adequate   practitioner  renumeration  Medicare  / Nurse  lead  
models 

• Mandate  Public  Hospital  provision of  abortion and  contraceptive  
services 
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Reflections 
Learnings  
Next Steps 
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