
The OnTRACK (Teaching, Research and Community Knowledges) program is a newly established
NHMRC Centre for Research Excellence (CRE). Our vision is the improved health and wellbeing of
older Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples at risk of developing or living with dementia, their
carers, families and communities. By working together with Elders, their families, carers and
communities we can better understand people’s needs and preferences and ways to support their
health and well-being. The OnTRACK CRE also focuses on supporting and training new researchers
in this field. In collaboration with the Poche Centre for Indigenous Health and researchers across
Australia, we have multiple opportunities for scholarships and funding available beginning in 2023.
Our strong and collaborative team has established partnerships, First Nations governance structures
and includes highly experienced First Nations academics that can provide mentorship and
networking opportunities. Our universities/partners include: Uni Melb, UWA, UNSW, Charles Sturt
(QLD), James Cook (NT), U TAS and NeuRA. There are a number of exciting topics you can be
involved with, including: 

The OnTRACK Centre for Research Excellence
Promoting brain health with older Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 

Call for Expressions of Interest
Are you a First Nations postgraduate or undergraduate student who is
interested in the brain health, care and wellbeing of Elders? Consider joining
the OnTRACK team – we have multiple opportunities for people interested in
research and would love to hear from you!

Priority projects (starting in 2023) 

Developing a framework for
dementia biomarkers and 

 First Nations data
sovereignty 

Addressing the needs of
Elders at the end of their life 

Mapping & understanding
the journey for Elders & their

families who are
experiencing cognitive

impairment or dementia

The OnTRACK CRE artwork is by Maar Nation-Gunditjmara artist, Sherry Johnstone.

 

Projects available are varied and flexible and may be on a related topic outside the priority projects
listed above. They can be undertaken as part of postgraduate or undergraduate studies, for 6
months or for 2-3 years, e.g. a larger ‘standalone’ project (i.e. a PhD) or smaller projects to be
completed within your current study (Masters/Honours/other related degrees). We can shape
projects to fit your needs and preferences and students/researchers can be based at partner
institutions Australia-wide. Primary supervision is by Chief Investigator, A/Prof Dr Dina LoGiudice –
CRE Lead and A/Prof Aged Care (non-Indigenous), open to negotiation. The OnTRACK team
consists of a number of First Nations academics leaders who can provide co-supervision or act as
advisory group members. A list of OnTRACK investigators can be found on our website:
https://medicine.unimelb.edu.au/ontrack. If you're interested in having a yarn about this opportunity,
contact:  

Dr Penny O’Brien, Department of Medicine, University of Melbourne:
penny.obrien@unimelb.edu.au
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